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EDITORIAL. - 
'WE LADY WITH THE DUSTER. 

One of the difficu6Cies in cmnectim with the 
exarnimtioas for prolbatioiners in the past has 
been that, als they have mainly been cmdactad 
by medical examiners, a s  tor the i h e o r d d l  

Itnowledge ,of candiidates, there has, been a ten- 
dency on the part of some OS the examinees to 
undlci*-wtiniate the importance d the practical 
side of their warli; whereas theory is of im- 
pwtanca because it benenables them to uindier- 
stand the scicntific principles underlying prac- 
tice, and1 to apply &ose principles intedligently. 

W e  hope, when thle Schedulie of Tmraining 
arranged by the GanerJ Nursing Cmncil is 
promulgated, that emphasis will be laid on the 
necessity for systematic instruction ,of pro+- 
babioners in t h e  dekails of ward management, 
for, without it, whatever thmrctical Iinowkdge 
they may have acquired, iif they lack p m h d  
knoi.ivleidge, they inuvt faU short Os the standard 
required for the  care of the siick, whether in 
hospitai, or private, district, or other sec- 
t ioas  of nursing. 

One of the nio~st iniportaiiit branches in which 
a nurse shauld bec profmient ,is Domestic Ward 
klanagement, in which are included the method 
of cleaning, the care of furniture, bedsteads 
and cup&irds, the care of bedding, linen, 
blanlmta, waterprods, the care of kitchen, 
bathroom and lavatory, snn,ita.ry metholds af 
cleaning ultensils, baths, lavaitories, croclrery, 
disposal and disinfection of soiled linen and 
dressings, cost and management of stores, &e. 

I t  may be thought that the majority of+ these 
items o~nly include knoi\vledge which every girl 
should poes,ess when she enters a hospital for 
training, for she should have learnt them as 
matters of holusewiftrq, concerning which every 
woman w h o  aspires toi keep at house of her mvn 
should be conversant and competent. Most 
Matroas, howerer, ~vill,  we believe, endorse 

our statement that the majority of probationZs 
who enter a1 hospital folr training do not lrnolw 
how to handle a dushr, and w e  ignorant of the 
fundamental details of good, housewifery. 

W e  hope that oae of ththw indirect effects, of 
the systema&atian d ;training under State 
authwity will be to instt!i,l into the minds of both 
parents and children rhe hmourab~le nature of 
domestic work, and the important place !it 
s h d d  hold in the eclbcation of every girrl. 

And, therefore, in the examinatioas ob the 
General Nursing Cmnwils, we hope thait: a! pro- 
minent place wlill be given to examinations, 
conducted by experienced registered nurses, in 
tvlbich the[ examinees will be required ttoi derno11- 
stratte their practical Imiomvledge of the funda- 
mentds of g o d  nursing, whliah we to kep 
the surrcmnctings d the patient clean and sani- 
t a q ,  and da mdce him comfortable. Nurses 
should $talc-e a pride in excdling in this branch 
of nursing, and a high place in this section of 
the Council's examination shmld be regarded 
as  an hoamrabk distiacbion. 

On such a foundation it is easy to build u p  
a g d  working Irnovledge of the principles of 
asepsis, but waithout a, true appreciation of the 
nccessity for cleanliness, sweetness and1 light 
in all departments, as a basis on whioh, to buGld 
me's work in the care of the sick, a nurse will 
never, au. fond, appreoiate the importance of 
asepsis, and her mechanical work in this, re- 
spect may a t  any moment h r d c  down, &cause 
it: is )not founded cm understanding. 

The nurses of the present day enter into a 
heritage ~70n for them by their predecessors, 
and will have opportunities of systematised in- 
struction which these predecessors too often 
lacked. W e  hope they will bring to their work 
the  same selflessness, enthusiasm and devotion 
to  the sick yhtich has resulted in the high esti- 
mation in which the work of Rritish nurses is 
held< all over the world at the present day. 
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